Inversion (14)(q12qter) or (q11.2q32.3): the most frequently acquired rearrangement in lymphocytes.
In a large study of chromosome rearrangements occurring in human lymphocytes from normal subjects, inv (14)(q12qter) or (q11.2q32.3) is found to be the most frequent, affecting 0.15% of mitoses. The same inversion is observed in the lymphocytes of the chimpanzee, indicating the ancestry of this inversion. It is not induced by ionizing radiations, and its frequency may be increased in Fanconi anemia, but not in ataxia telangiectasia. It may represent one of the steps of the process of leukemogenesis.